In the German territory south of the Main finds of Roman and even of German objects have up to the present been few and far between.27 The valleys of the Main, Tauber, Jagst and Kocher, however, are convenient channels for trade, and in the last were salt deposits which would be nearer at hand for the Main-Rems group of forts than any deposits within the empire.28 But, though a few Roman coins have turned up in the Kocher valley, and prehistoric tracks lead from the salt area to both Upper Germany and Raetia,29 proof of the existence of this salt trade30 has yet to be found. An The main line of traffic to Pomerania, apart from the Oder waterway, seems to have branched from the amber route near Kaliscz and run north-westward to Grabow, Regenwalde and the Baltic.53 Pomerania, the home of the Rugii, has yielded large numbers of Roman objects. Those of the first century are almost entirely Italian; in the second century Rhenish and Gallic goods enter the market, trade with the empire reaching its peak in the time of Antoninus Pius. There is a decline during the third century, but in the fourth there is another flow from the Rhineland, including coins from western mints, though this trade comes to an end about the middle of the century as it seems that most of the inhabitants had by then moved off towards lands which were being vacated by the Vandals.54 The fifth-century overlordship of the Rugii in Noricum encouraged agriculture and trade.55
The importance of Transylvanian gold in ancient commerce has long been recognised. 56 fig. 15 ) and around Kiev. 6 9 This eastern route was increasingly used in succeeding centuries, but for our purpose it is not to be compared in importance with the routes which lay further to the west.
II.
OBJECTS to some extent paying Romans for goods with coin. Thereafter the Germans had to be content with ordinary Roman currency. They kept mainly to silver; bronze coins are not found in quantity before the third century. (fig. I ). There has been some diversity of opinion about its origin, but the recent work of Dr. Ekholm83 has shown conclusively that it is Roman, though the great majority of examples has been found outside the empire, in Scandinavia, Denmark, Pomerania and on the lower Vistula. Ekholm believes it to be Italian and points to its rapid degeneration as an example of the economic decay brought about in Italy through the disturbances of the third century. He distinguishes two wellmarked types and uses their distribution to show the close trade relationship which subsisted between Norway and the Vistula at that period. Eggers84 considers that a centre of manufacture further to the south-east of Europe cannot be excluded, noting that the distribution of the ribbed pail corresponds with that of the early fibulae with returned foot (fig. 15, no. 3 Gold and Silver objects. Silver objects of our period are not plentiful, since they must often have been melted down and refashioned in later ages. Those which have survived may be relics of a once-flourishing trade, or gifts from the Roman authorities to submissive chiefs, or booty; they show the richness of the treasures which the more fortunate Germans accumulated. The famous Hildesheim treasure 95 of first and second century vessels was found close by an important route near a German settlement (the Galgenberg). Fine silver drinking-cups, sometimes gilt, often in pairs, occasionally turn up. The Hassleben platter 96, Mecklenburg patera and Sacrau pail97 deserve attention as being probably Gallic work, and the Hoby beakers as being signed by a Greek silversmith. 98 It seems that the Germans also imitated Roman silver vessels, judging in the empire but were exported to the north. A type of glass of probably oriental origin cut with oval facets, was common for several centuries and the later examples of it seem to have entered Europe from the Euxine1 9 ; it has been suggested that vessels of this type are the frosty goblets-the Hrimkalkr-of the Eddas.120
TRADE BETWEEN THE ROMAN EMPIRE AND FREE GERMANS
Roman glass beads are very common in free Germany, and seem to have been widely imported. Records of them are at present rather patchy but, as an example of their frequency, their occurrence on forty sites in Pomerania may be noted. 12 Wine. The word wine 122 is common to all Teutonic languages-'one of the earliest borrowings from the south '-and the quantity of exported vessels whose primary use was in mixing and drinking wine implies that the wine went too.123 The scarcity of amphorafragments in free Germany is irrelevant,124 because the regular northern wine-container was then, as now, the barrel. It is probable that wine-merchants crossed the Rhine before the time of Augustus,125 and the great development of the Rhine and Moselle vineyards during the middle and late empire,126 coupled with the known love of the barbarians for strong drink, 127 helps us to believe that the trade was not suffered to languish. There was an interdict on the export of wine in the late empire.128
Miscellaneous. In times of stress the Germans appear to have obtained corn from the empire.129 Miscellaneous objects of which occasional examples are known, include ivory objects, gaming pieces, a wooden gaming-board, a stylus, weights,130 semi-precious stones set in Roman rings, harness-ornaments, etc. The Roman type of circular millstone was adopted by the Germans and querns of Andernach basalt-lava have been found.131 B. German Exports Cattle, etc. Our knowledge of the return traffic from Germany into the empire is meagre. Most of the goods were perishable,132 and hence have faded out of the archaeological picture. Bearing in mind the large armies and the number of considerable towns along the frontiers, some commerce in cattlel33 becomes highly probable, but of evidence there is naturally little. A wax tablet found near Leeuwarden recording the properly witnessed sale of an ox to a Roman by a Frisian is consequently of great interest.134
The fish of the North Sea may account in large part for the quantities of Roman imports found in Friesland and Groningen.135
Grain is another possible item of trade. Large requisitions were made after successful wars.136 Pottery from the Lahn valley137 reached some of the Taunus forts during the late second and early third centuries; a possible salt trade,138 and the occurrence of German fibulae within the empire have already been noted. 139 Great hordes of slaves are mentioned after the wars, but there is not very much information to be discovered about peaceful slave trade. One of the Tacitean attacks on Domitian140 alleges that he bought German slaves to display as captives. This is not true, but it implies the possibility of buying slaves on the frontier. Tacitus has also a good deal to say about slaves among the Germans themselves, 41 and the story of the Usipi142 is a clear case of traffic on the borders; one or two tombstones of German slaves exist,143 and occasional references occur in literature.144 It is significant that the old German word mangon, meaning merchant, is derived from the Latin mango, slavedealer.145 132 A group of minor imports from the Rhenish borderland may be mentioned: We cannot be sure whether women's hair, or hair dye, or goosefeathers came from free Germany or from the Germans within the Empire. Pliny describes a certain herb ' Britannica' from the Frisian coast. produced the money circulating so freely in German hands. German mercenaries167 entered Roman service in various capacities from very early times, and in increasing numbers as time went on, and it is not necessary to assume that they all cut themselves off entirely from their former homes, and that they never returned bearing with them some of their earnings and other trophies of their sojourn in southern lands.168 Still more important were subsidiesl6 9 paid to client states from the beginning. It is well known how these payments increased during the later empire-how the later foederati were paid for refraining from attack rather than for promising services or friendship. From the economic point of view it is perhaps not unfair to represent these payments as acting as international loans for facilitating trade. Many of the Roman objects found in free Germany were thus probably paid for in hard cash, and the invisible export which earned that cash was the variable goodwill of German tribes. 
